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were invited to return to Milan for the marriage of the Archduke
Ferdinand, third son of Maria Theresa and the Emperor
Francis, to Maria Beatrice, heiress of the Duchy of Modena.
Mozart, now aged fifteen, composed for the marriage a dramatic
serenade, Ascanio in Alba. On hearing this piece at Milan
Hasse (whose charming character Dr Burney has described),1
himself considered to be the peer and rival of Handel, said
generously, " This boy will throw us all into the shade."
From the brilliant Court of Milan the Mozarts returned to
their old life at Salzburg.
At this time a new, unsympathetic archbishop, Hieronymus
Colloredo, succeeded to the saintly Sigismund. Archbishop
Hieronymus is described as " coarse, brutal, overbearing,
wholly indifferent to art and letters,"2 Young Mozart was his
concert-master, at a salary equivalent to twenty-one shillings
a year. The youth produced endless music for him, church
music, concert music, canticles, serenatas with libretti by
Metastasio—all to no effect, for the Archbishop showed no
inclination to promote the wonderful genius in his service. A
brilliant visit to Milan in 1772 consoled Mozart somewhat for
this neglect. He composed the opera Lucio Silla for the
carnival at Milan, with libretto by Metastasio, and was warmly
welcomed by Count Firmian. Then back to Salzburg, and
another trip to Vienna, 1773; so finished Mozart's boyhood.
He was the most famous youthful prodigy of all ages, and his
later performances amply fulfilled and more than fulfilled this
early promise; yet as a man he never met the worldly fame and
success which as a boy had been showered upon him.
Mozart was now eighteen years old. With the careful and
sympathetic tuition and guidance of his father, he was making
an independent career. In 1774 he went (still with his father)
to Munich, to compose an opera buffa (comic opera, with
recitative) for the carnival. Lafinta Giardiniera was produced
there amid great enthusiasm on January 14, 1775. There
followed three years of unrequited labour at Salzburg. In 1777
1 Charles Burney, op. cit., vol. ii, p. 374.
* W. H. Hadow, The Oxford History of Music, vol. v, p. 14.

